
Prayerful and Eucharistic

John 15:1-17

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide 
in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father 
has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.”

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 
my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

Let’s 
Listen & Discern

To prepare for your small group discernment experience, as you consider the question: How is God 
calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is prayerful and Eucharistic, your group will begin by pray-
ing with the Scriptures. Choose one of the Scripture readings below for your small group  
discernment experience. 



John 13:3-16

During supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to 
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”  Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.”  For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of 
you are clean.”

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done 
to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them.”

1 Corinthians 11:17-26

Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is 
not for the better but for the worse. For, to begin with, when you come together as a church, I 
hear that there are divisions among you; and to some extent I believe it. Indeed, there have to 
be factions among you, for only so will it become clear who among you are genuine. When you 
come together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s supper. For when the time comes to eat, each 
of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes drunk. 
What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show contempt for the church of 
God and humiliate those who have nothing? What should I say to you? Should I commend you? 
In this matter I do not commend you!

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
“This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the 
cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.


