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Listen to what the Spirit is saying... .l'

To prepare for your small group discernment experience, as you consider the question: How is God
calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is humble, healing and merciful, your group will begin by
praying with the Scriptures. Choose one of the Scripture readings below for your small group
discernment experience.

Humble, healing and merciful

Matthew 9:9-13

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with
him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy times seven. Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him
who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on
his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out
of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same
servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii;
and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” So his fellow servant fell down and
besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” He refused and went and put him

in prison till he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.




Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt
because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt.
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from
your heart.”

Luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was
a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore
tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for | must stay at your house
today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble
and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said
to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to the poor; and if | have defrauded
anyone of anything, | will pay back four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came
to seek out and to save the lost.”




