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Listen to what the Spirit is saying... [

To prepare for your small group discernment experience, as you consider the question: How is God
calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is a joyful, hope-filled and servant community, your group
will begin by praying with the Scriptures. Choose one of the Scripture readings below for your small
group discernment experience.

A joyful, hope-filled and servant community

Luke 10:21-37

At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who
the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what
you see! For | tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see
it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it”

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must | do to inherit eternal
life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered,

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have
given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” Jesus replied, “A man
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped
him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling
came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when | come back, | will repay you whatever more
you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the
hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and
do likewise.”



Matthew 6:25-34

“Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,

or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of
little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or “‘What will we drink?’ or “What
will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is
enough for today.”

Luke 4:16-30

When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that
came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, ‘Do here also in your
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” And he said, “Truly | tell you,
no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in
Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there
was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow

at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha,
and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the
synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he
passed through the midst of them and went on his way.



